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THE 

CRISIS; 

^c,  ^c.  i^c. 


IT  Is  now  tea  years  fince  we  witnefTea  tht 
origin  of  the  tremendous  Conteft,  into  which 
the  whole  of  Europe  has  been  gradually  drawn;  and  it 
h  exacSlly  five  years  fince  it  firft  involved  us  in  its  cala- 
mities.* During  all  this  period,  its  courfe  has  been 
regularly  frogrejfive.  But,  as  every  progrefs  muft 
have  a?2  end^  and  fince  the  end  of  the  progrefs  in 
ijuefljion,  as  far  as  it  refpecls  ourfelves,  can  only  be, 
either  the  final  and  total  breaking  up  of  our  glorious 
Conftitution,  or  elfe  its  more  fecure  eftablifiiment  in 
tJie  Chrift:ian  World  :  it  becomes  a  ta(k  of  infinite  con- 
cernment, to  penetrate  with  the  utmoft  labour  of  mind 
towards  an  ifllie  {o  dreadfully  important.  And  that 
which  muft  give  the  fnarpeft  edge  to  our  anxiety  is 
tills,  that  the  rapidity  of  the  prefent  conflict  is  fuch  as  to 
have  brought  us,  in  this  (hort  fpace  of  time,  to  the  very 
brink  of  the  ifliie  ;  fo  that  we  are,  at  the  present 
INSTANT,  treading  at  the  crifis,  whofc  only  alter- 
natives are  here  defcribed, 

*  ^t^  the  excellent  pamphlet  of  the  Hon.  R.  G  Harper,  Efq. 
one  of  the  Rcprefentatrves  m  Congrcfs  for  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
an  North  America, «'  Oti  the  Difpute  betivecn  the  United  States  and  frmnce  .•'* 
cfpecially  the  note  to  p.  93  of  the  0($lavo  Edition,  and  page  73  of  the 
edition  printed  in  Twelves.  The  fimple  queflion — "  IVbicb  ivas  the 
**  Aggrejfor^  Great  Britain  or  France?"* — is  there  drawn  to  a  diftin^ 
point,  Afid  fairly  determined,  by  an  independent  and  able  by-ftander. 


[     4     ] 

Our  fituadon  as  a  people,  at  the  prefciit  hour, 
in  refpedl  of  the  protediiig  Providence  of  God, 
refembles  in  an  awful  manner  that  of  a  memorable 
iiation,t6  whom  the  following  folemn  communication 
v/as  made  on  the  behalf  of  that  Almighty  Governor: 
— ^'  I  call  heaven  and  earth  to  record  this  day 
^'  againft  you,  that  I  have  fet  before  you  LIFE 
^'  AND  DEATH  :    therefore,  chuse  LIFE,  that 

''    THOU    AND    THY    SeED    MAY    LIVE." 

The  Crisis,  to  which  we  are  now  brought,  pre- 
fent?  to  our  choice  the  two  alternatives  of  Ruin  and 
Salvation.  No  ^/;/V^ alternative  can  poffibly  have 
place ;  and  one  of  thofe  two  is  unavoidably  hanging 
over  us.  With  "  Heaven  and  Earth"  to  v/itnefs, 
and  before  the  anxious  expe£lation  of  the  whole 
v/orld,  Almighty  God  has  fet  before  us  -LIFE  and 
DEATH,  With  a  wifdom  far  beyond  our  comprehenfton 
He  has  judged  it  expedient  to  place  us  between  thefe 
alternatives  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  v/ith  a  goodnefs 
manifeft  to  our  experience,  He  has  enjoi red  us,  in 
a  manner  the  mofl:  pointed  and  emphati-^,  '^  to 
"  CHUSE  LIFE,  that  both  TVE  and  OUR  POSTE^ 
"  i?77TmayZ//^JT."_That  National  Death  by 
which  other  nations  have  been  ^Imoft  fuddenly  fwallovv^- 
ed  up,  has  but  gradually  and  flowly  difplayed  its  threats 
and  terrors  to  us.  Time,  v/hichthe  weaknefs  of  man 
fo  urgently  calls  for  at  the  profpecl  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  has  been  granted  to  us  with  a  condefcenfion, 
a  tendernefs,  and  liberality,  that  nothing  but  black 
ingratitude  can  veil  from  our  fight.  Surprise  and 
Dismay,  if  ever  thev  exifled,  have  had  am.ple  time 
to  wafte  their  force.  That  Despair,  into  which  the 
heart  of  man  is  too  apt  to  fink  at  the  experience  of 
unintermittii.g  calamity,  has,  in  a  manner  approach- 
ing to  miraculous,  I: ^en  prevented  from  takij;g  pof~ 
leffionof  our  boibms,  by  the  ligii:i!  infiances  of  iuccefs, 
which  at  different    times    have    broken  through   the 
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gloom,  and  m^irkcJ  oat  to  view  the  Almighty  and 
Only  Cauie  of  all  fucceis.  The  fame  great  events 
have  moreover  fhewn  us,  the  Protection  v^hich 
a  fearlefs  adhefion  to  duty  in  the  hour  of  danger  can  at 
all  times  drav/  over  us  j  and  have  demonftrated,  that 
an  uninaken  fortitude,  and  a  determination  on  ojr 
part  not  to  flinch    till    God    fiackens   our  trial,  \v  A 

enfure   us  His  favour^    and  eilabliih  Our fecurity. 

Notwithfranding,  however,  all  thefe  unequiv^ocal 
proofs  of  the  Goodnefs  of  God,  we  ftiil  find  that  the 
awful  decrees  of  His  JViJdom  are  uniform  and  un- 
fhaken,  by  the  progrefs  of  the  calamities  which  {lowly, 
but  vifibly,  are  gaining  ground  towards  us. — li'is 
wijdo/n  ordains  us  to  a  Trial  ;  His  gcodnefs  gives  us 
freely  the  alternative  of  Life,  and  urges  us  to  embrace 

.  it; — but  at  the  fame  time,    His   tremendous   v/ifdom, 

,  which  contrived  the  prefent  world,  and  which 
placed  viriue  and  fuffering  fo  ciofely  in  alliance,    has 

•  decreed,  that  v/e  mull:  acquire  this  Life,  by  manfully 
and  vigoroufiy  cornbating  the  approaches  of  Death. 

.  — This  is  the  o'nly  condition  on  which  He  thinks  fit  to 
av/ard  His  prize. 

Whoever  reads  the  page  of  hiflory  with  profit  will 
difcern,  that  at  diftant  periods  of  time  the  ordinary 
,  charafiier  of  human  even's  is  fuperfeded,  and  iuch 
changes  produced  and  calamities  exhibited  in  the  world, 
as  lliall  arreft  the  thoughts  of  many,  and  compel  thcni 
to  recognize  the  Universal  AIaster.  This  is  a 
part  of  the  divine  government  clTentially  connected 
with  the  moral  nature  of  man.  It  is  this  v/hich  the 
prophet  rablimciy  and  truly  remarks;—"  When  thy 
*■'  judgment:]  are  in   the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the 

"    world     V/ILL      LEARN     RIGHTEOUSNESS." — This 

important  Icilbn  i^-  the  firll  grand  objeci:  to  v/hich  every 
fyitem  upon  earth  is  fubordinate;.  nor  need  v/e  u^onder 
at  ic,  fiiice  the  earth  itfelf  is  fubordinate  to  it,  and 
retains  its  present  exifcence,  onlv  in  relation  to  it. 

A  i      '  I  ag. 
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I  acknowledge  myfelf  hopeful  enough  to  embrace  it 
as  no  contemptible  token  of  fuccefsful  iflue,  that  we 
appear  to  be  fomev/hat  awake  to  the  awfuhiefs  of  our 
fituation  and  profpect.  That  the  formidable  fcenery 
which  overhangs  and  fiirrounds  us,  calls  up  in  us 
fcntiments  of  anxiety^  ohfervatlon^  and  concern.  That 
we  perceive^  rather  a  diniijiuiion  than  an  increafc  of 
profligate  and  w^anton  revelry.— Did  we  rufli  headlong 
into  diffipation  and  riot,  in  proportion  as  danger  ad- 
vanced, did  we  exhibit  that  mfenfibility  to  danger,, 
that  contemptuous  defiance  of  ruin,,  v/hich  nations 
plunged  by  corruption  into  the  jaws  of  perdition, 
always  difplay;  our  profpedls  would  be  equally  defpe- 
rate.  But,  the  contrary  difpofition  ifi  the  breails  of 
many,  may,  under  God's  blefling,  ripen  into  a  fymptom 
of  profperous  iffue;  and,  by  the  fame  blefling,  kindle 
and  fpread  into  that  univerfal  blaze  of  wifdom,  virtue, 
and  religion,  which  can  alone  encounter  and  confume 
cur  monftrous  and  deadly  adverfary  of  impiety,  wicked- 
nefs,  and  diitradlion.  In  order  that  this  may  be, 
however,  wifdom,  virtue,  integrity,  and,  in  one  word. 
Religion,  must  be  revived  amongft  us,  in  all  thsir 
energies^  and  every  principle  tending  to  oppofe,  weaken,, 
€r  extinguifh  thefe,  muft  be  refolutely  cut  away.  We 
muft  FIRST  determine  this  in  our  private  bofoms^  as 
we  are  individual  memhexs  of  the  ftate;  and  then, 
as  we  are  colle^ively  a  People,  we  muft  lend  our  united 
efforts  to  confirm  it  by  the  irrefiftible  authority  of 
PuBi^ic  Opinion.  An  eftimable  writer  has  lately 
cx|)ofed  the  unfound  part  of  all  our  fyftem,  the  feat  of 
all  our  diforder ;  and  has  exhibited  it  in  the  plaineft 
garb  of  truth,  to  the  eyes  of  a  people  who  do  not  appear 
unwilling  to  perceive  it  *.  At  the  fame  time  he  has 
pointed  out  a  fafeand  certain  remedy,  viz. ''  A  Reform" 

*  "Reform  or  Ruin  :  Tah  your  Choicer  by  John  BowDLER,Efq. 
...This  Pamphlet  has  been  abridged  by  its  benevolent  SUtKor,  for  more 
general  diilribution, 

mt 
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— not  an  innovation, or  mutilationof  our  great  and 
INCOMPARABLE  CoNST [TUT ION,  by  whofe  tran- 
fcendent  excellence  alone,  under  Providence,  we  are 
the  great  people  ive  are '^  but  —''  A  THOROUGH  Reform 
**  of  Principles  and  Practices,  ainongft  all 
**  Ranks  of  people  throughout  the  kingdom,'*^ — aREFORM 
that  fhall  correcl  and  fubdue  equally  the  Idleness 
and  Insolence  of  the  Low^  and  the  Profligacy 
and  Arrogance  of  the  High,  "  For,  furely,"  (to 
borrow  words  from  the  excellent  Hooker^^  ^'  I  cannot 
*'  find  any  great  caufe  of  juft  complaint,  that  good 
*'  laws  have  been  fo  much  wanting  to  us,  as  we  to 
"  them.  To  feek  reformation  of  evil  laws,  is  a 
*'  commendable  endeavour;  but,  for  us,  the  more 
"  NECESSARY  is,  a  fpeedy  redrefs  of  ourselves.'* 
If  the  plans  of  Providence  fhould  lead  to  this  refult, — 
and  if,  v/hile  we  are  doomed  to  Iharp  and  fevere  fervice 
in  the  profecution  of  thofe  plans,  v/e  may  be  able,  by 
the  fame  operation,  to  purge  and  regenerate  our  ov/n 
morals,  no  one  whofe  mind  is  qualified  to  give  a  judg- 
ment on  the  cafe  will  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that  fuch 
a  confequence  v/ould  be  a  bleffing  furpaffing  every  other, 
which,  as  a  nation.  His  Omnipotence  could  beftow 
upon  us.  We  (hall  then  have  ^^  chcfen'^  and  rnade  fure 
of  *'Life,"  fo,  ^^that  both  ourfehes  andour  pojiertty  fnall 
*'  continue »^^ 

If  wc  turn  from  this  bright  and  cheering  fcene  to 
that  other  terrible  aiterrative,  in  v/hich  ^^  death'* 
becomes  our  portion,  bought  by  Cowardice,  by 
Apostacy,  by  Treachery,  and  Rebellion 
againft  the  final  Object  of  all  duty  ;— if  we  con- 
template the  ruin  o\  that  charge  which  we  were  ftationed 
here  to  defend,  and  the  conf._quences,  beyond  calcula- 
tion difaftrous,  v/hich  our  defertion  muft  bring  on  ;. — • 
we  fhall  find  a  proipcct  widely  different,  open  before 
us.  Vv^e  {hall  there  behold  the  deluge  of  defolation 
and  crime  overfpieading  this  happy  ifland3~and 
A  4  our 
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mir  chlldrens'  children,  to  the  latcft  period  of  time, 
loading  with  juft  execrations  the  lo/i  and  dajlardly  race^ 
v/ho  abandoned  for  ever,  to  the  arm  of -rapine  and 
of  tyranny,  their  precious  inheritance,  which  fo 
many  generations,,  during  the  ftruggles  of  fo  many 
centuries,  had  fo  faithfully  and  valiantly  defended 
M:)r  them. 


If  we  examine  more  minutely  the  principles 
through  which  alone  this  alternative  can  take  place,, 
their  hideous  nature  will  make  us  ftill  more  anxious 
to  ftiun  them,  Few  there  are  who  can  contemplate 
pure  and  genuine  Cov/ardice,  without  fentim.ents 
of  mdignation  and  contempt,  But,  among  the  various 
ftapes  of  cowardice  there  is  one  that  adds  to  thofe 
other  fentiments  that  of  hoy^ror ;— this  is,  a  cowardice- 
uniting  v/ith  Impiety;  which  conftitutes  the  moft 
hateful  condition  into  which  the  human  foul  can 
link.  To  fear  God,  is  the  beginning  of  all  w^if- 
dom,— the  foundation  of  all  virtue  -  the  fpring  of  all 
perfonal  value—and  the  exhauftlefs  fource.  of  all  man- 
fulnefs  and  courage.  To  fear  Man,  is  bafe  and 
abject  ; — it  is  equally  irrational,  unmanly,  and  im- 
moral. But,  to  fear  Man  inore  than  God— to  transfer 
kdiY  from  God  to  man — to  let  go  our  i'ear  of  God,, 
arid  fuffer  it  to  faint  and  to  expire  before  the 
threats  and  infults  of  men  ; — or,  if  the  Providence  of 
Go  J  fhould  act  in  the  world  by  judgments,  to  transfer 
to  the  injf.ruments  of  thofe  judgments  the  awe,  refpeft, 
and  fubriiiilion,  which  can  only  be  due  to  the  In- 
visible Hand  that  directs  them  ;  this  is,  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  mind  and  heart  near  of  kin  to  idolatry,  and 
produced  by  the  fame  affinities.  There  is,  perhaps,  no 
iffue  fo  dreadful,  fpecdy,  and  hopelefs  as  this.  To  fear, 
or  to  enter  into  any  compromife  vv^ith  the  fear  of  man, 
v/hcre-  the  rule  of  duty  is  unequivocal^  and  God's  wnll 
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(avowedly  adverfe^  is   an  act   of  difloyalty  and    treafon 
which  His  Sovereignty  can  never  permit. 

Let    us   conilder    a    cafe     in    point.      When     the 
AfTyrian  armies  overran,  the  whole  of  Syria,  Paleiline, 
and  Idumea; — when,  during  three  years  of  unabating 
fuccefs,  they  fecured  tvtiy  furrounding  conquefl  be- 
fore   they  advanced  againft  the  principal  fortrefs  of 
Jerufaleni ; — when,    prepared-  at   length    for   this  laft 
contelt,  they  proclaimed  their  threats  wiuh  enthufiaflic 
iniblence  to  the  inhabitants   of  the  city  ; — what  was 
the    progrefs,  an4    what    the    ifllie    of   the    event  ? — 
Th^y  {ti\t  forv/a-rd  their  hei-alds  to  boaft  their  uncon- 
querable arms,  to  blafpheme  the  God  under  whofe  Pro- 
vidence the  Hebrev/   Nation   had  fo   long  flouriilied, 
and   to  fummon   the   King   to   furrender  up   his  fove- 
rcignty  to    the  exorbrjant  tyranny  of  Afiyria.     And, 
when  they  were  earneftly  exhorted  by  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  an  interviev/,  not  to  exprefs  their  threats 
and  blafphemies  in  a  language  familiar  to  the  multitude, 
but  in  another  equally  convenient  for  the  purpofes  of  a 
conference,  they  eagerly  feized   upon  the  opportunity 
pfefented  for  exciting  difcontent  and  rebellion,  m  order 
to  promote  their  own  fuccefs  by  encrealing  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Hebrew  Government.       The  Affyrian 
General,  immediately  directing  his  addreffes  from  the 
Supreme    Authorities  of    the  kingdom    to  the  dijlrejjcd 
populace  of  the   city,  provoked  them,  by  every  argu- 
ment  powerful  over    their  im.agination  and  pafiions, 
to  throw    olT  their  allegiance   to  their  prmce,  and  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  with  him  apart,  for  their    delive- 
rance  and    fecuncy.      "  Hearken   not  to   Hezekiah^'' 
faid    he,  "   but  come    forth,  and  make   PEACE  with 
^'  ME,   and  eve7j  man  fhall  eat   of  his  own  vine,  and 
^'  his  own  fig  tree,  and  every  one  Ihall  drink  v/atcrs  from 
''  his  own  ciftern,  till  I  carry  you  away  into  a  country 
"  (like  your  own)  rich   in  corn  and  wine,  a  land  of 
"  bread  and  vineyards.     Let  not  the  King  feduce  you, 
^'  by  faying,  that  GoD  will  deliver  you  !'' 

A  5  The 
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The  behaviour  of  the  Jewifh  people,,  at  this  trymg 
moment,  was  fuch  as  to  mark  them  out,  for  ad- 
miration and  EXAMPLE,  to  the  lateft  generation, 
of  mankind.  Infpir.ed  \>j  fidelity,  piety ^  and  courage^— 
fenfible  of  the  nature  of  the  Crisis  in  which  thef 
flood,  and' of  the  abfolute  dependence  of  ^'Z^fry  inter eji 
theypoffejfed  on  their  conducft  in  it,— they  di(])layed  a 
loyalty  and  felf-cominand  beyond  all  praife.  They 
refufed,  in  any  degree,  to  take  a  part  in  the  parleys 
they  fufFered'  all  the  impieties,  blafphemies,  and  bra- 
vados of  the  AfTyrian  to  pafs  v/ithout  a  reply;  and 
they  maintained  a  refolute  filence  that  no  promife  nor 
provocation  could  feduce."  ''  They  held  their  peace^. 
''  and  anfwered  him  not  a  word  ;  becaufe  the  order  of 
*'  the  king  was,— Anfv/er  him  nqt."-^ 

Still,  however,  the  evil  was  enci-eafihg.  When  this 
outrageous  general  had  impreiTejd.  oji  the  minds  of 
the  multitude  the  pleafures  and  benefits  they  would 
derive  from  a  difloyal  and  rebelilou3  peace,,  he  endea- 
^x^ur.ed  to  deter  them  from  perfeverjng  in  their  duty,, 
by  reprefenting  the  vanity  of  all  refiftance  which  had 
hitherto  been  oppofed  to.  the  arms  of  his  nation.  He, 
fee  before  their  vievVjjhe  gigantic  proportions  cf  the 
empire  againft  which  they  were  engaged;  he  enume- 
rated the  cities, fortreffes,  and  kingdoms,  which  it  had'- 
fo  lately  fubdued  ;  he  pointed  out  to  them  the  whole- 
of  their  ov/n  country  then  fubjed  to  its  fceptre,  except- 
ing only  the  fijigle  fortrejs   within    v/hich^  they  were 

bene':^ed. What  v/as  dreadful  in  all  this  picture   was, 

thatts  was  all.  true  ;  that  this  boafting  mimonary 
^.exaggerated  nothings  bat  fairly  Itated  their  unchecked 
career  of  triumphs  and  fucctfs. 

The  fituation,  was  indeed  tremendous  ;  the  danger, 
manifeit  and  at  hand;  nor  couid  fuch  circumftances 
fail  to  awaken  in  the  parties  intereftedj  fentiments  and 

fed- 
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feelings  fully  proportioned  to  their  magnitude.  But, 
WHAT  SENTIMENTS  and  FEE  LING  s  did  thcyawalcen? 
To  WHAT  Object  did  they  attract  their  thoughts? — 
Had  the  jentiment  been  prudetitial  cozvardice^  and  had 
the  AJfyrian  been  its  chject  v— had  they  compared  only 
the  proximate  means  of  defence  and  of  attack  ; — and  had 
a  fervile  admiration  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  latter,  fe- 
duced  them  to  embrace  the  means  of  peace  and  promifes 
of  profperity  held  out  to  them,  the  people  would  have 
fallen,  and  with  full  defert,  into  immediate  flavery  and 
final  ruin  ;  and  the  proteftion  on  which  they  would 
have  relied  from  the  x^ffyrian  power,  although  it  prof- 
ferred  to  them  plauiiblc  viiions  of  fuperior  independence 
and  liberty,  would  have  been  transformed  into  the  lofs 
of  all  future  means  of  legal  security,  in  juft 
rev/ard  for  their  defertion  of  their  long  experienced 
Deliverer. 

But,  fentimcnts  vile  and  criminal  like  thefe,  found 
no  place  in  the  breail  either  of  the  King,  his  Council, 
or  his  People.  Though  the  danger  av/akened  a  (harp 
conviction  of  the  iniuniciency  of  the  means  they  could 
oppofe,  to  check  or  tutn  the  tide  that  run  againfi:  them, 
yet  that  conviction  oiily  ferved  to  turn  their  thoughts 
the  more  ftrenuoufly,  from-  a  contemplation  of  the 
Aiiyrian  armies,  to  the  Invifible  but  Almighty  Difpofer 
of  ALL  Armies  and  V^ictgries,— and  their  hearts, 
ijiftead  of  drooping  iiito  cowardice,  derived  animation 
and  ftrengch  from  a  fenfc  of  His  Supremacy,  i'^ar  from 
yielding  the  fmallefl  tribute  of  fecret  admiration  or 
applaufe,  of  fubmiiTion  or  fear,  to  this  hoft  of  impious 
and  victorious  invaders,  their  arrogance  only  ferved  to 
provoke  indignation  and  difguil  \  and,  in  proportion 
as  the  fpirit  of  extravagance  v/as  elated  in  the  one,  the 
fpirit  of  facred  ardour  was  exalted  ia  the  other.  One 
fentiment  and  one  affection  united  this  exemplary 
body  \  and  difplayed  a  king  and  a  people  in  every  re« 
ipe(ft  worthy  of  each  other.     The  preparations  of  the 

be- 
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befiege-rs  only  fervei  ta  increafe  the  alacrity  of  the 
befieged.  The  prince,  after  repairing  and  ftrengthen- 
ing  his  ramparts,  and  ''  caufing  fwords  and  fhieids  to 
*^  be  made  in  abundance,"  colledied  his  brave  adherents 
in  a  fpacious  part  of  the  city,  and  encouraged  them  by 
thefe  aiFefting  words  :  ^^Be  vigorous  and  courageous, 
''  be  NOT  AFRAID  NOR  DISMAYED  on  account  of  the 
^'  king  of  Affyria,  nor  on  account  of  the  multitudes 
'^  that  are  with  him;.,  for  there  is  more  v/ithus  than 
*'  with  KIM.  With  HIM  is  an  armoffiefl:>^  but  with  us 
''  is  the  Lord  our  God  to  help  us,  and  to  fight  our 
*'  battles.  And  the  people  relied  with  confidence  on  the 
''  zvojds  of  H.c'zekiah,''^  Probably  (faid  the  king)  God' 
will  notice  thefe  words  of  blafphemy  and  audacious 
fecurity,  and  v/ill  accornplifli  our  deliverance  by  the 
judgment  He  fliall  infliS  on  fuch  impiety.  This  prince 
was  no  prophet,  neither  did  he  lay  any  claim  to  the 
powers  of  infpiration.  He  was  a  plain,  good,  and 
pious  man,  who  judged,  from  the  urgency  of  the 
crifis,  the  pad  experience  of  God's  diftinguimed  de- 
liverances, and  the  fuitablencfs  of  the  prefent  jundlure 
to  the  majeiiy  of  His  fpecial  vindication,  that  it  was 
highly  probable  He  might  interfere,  to  avenge  His  own 
great  name,  and  to  refciie  a  people  perfevering  in 
rheir  duty  to  the  laft.  'l^his  judgment,  v/as  wife  and 
found;  it  was  agreeable  in  every  refpeit  with  what 
obfervation,  reafon,  and  religion  direft  us  to  fuppofe.. 
^'  Man's  neceffity  (fays  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon)  is  God's 
'^  opportunity  ;"  upon  this  intelligible  ?naxi/n  Hezekiah 
refted  all  his  expe6tations  ;.  determined,  at  the  fame 
time,,  to  refift  unto  the  laft  extremity,  fliould  fuch 
prove  to  be  the  good  pleafure  of  God,.  Had  this  not 
been  in  his  determination,  we  may  fafely  pronounce, 
that  no  deliverance  would  have  been  afforded.  But, 
thus  refolved,  he  formed  his  probable  opinion. — He  v/as 
NOT  MISTAKEN  ;  for  he  had  nofooner  communicated 
his  anxiety  and  fcntiments  to  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  than 

that 
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that  fublime  oracle  prefcntly  relieved  the  mijids  of  him- 
felf  and  his  people  by  returning  the  few  words  that 
follow. — '^  Thus  fhall  ye  fay  unto  your  mafter:  Thus 
'^  faith  the  Lord;  be  not  afraid  of  the  words 
"  which  thou  haft  heard,  wherewith  the  king  of  x'\llyria. 
"  hath  blafphemed  Me;— behold,  I  v/ill  fend  a  blaft 
^'  upon  hirn  ;  and  he  fhall  hear  a  rumour,  and  return 
"  to  his  ov/n  land  ;  and  I  will  caufehimto  fall  bytlie 
''  fword  in  his  own*  land.— He  fhall  fhall  not  come 
*'  into  this  city,  nor  (hoot  an  arrow  there,  nor  come 
'^  before  it  with  fhields,  nor  raife  a  bank  agaihft  it. 
^•^  By  tlie  way  that  he  came,  by  the  fame  ihall  he  return, 
^'  and  fhall  not  come  into  this  city,  faith  the 
''  Lord."  The  fudden  and  dreadful  deft  ruction  of 
thpfe  formidable  forces  which  fpeedily  followed  this 
denunciation*;— and  the  ''rumour"  which  called  the- 
Aiiyrian  king  back  into  his  own  capital,  where  he  fell 
by  the  hands  of  his  two  fons ; — thefe  conftituted  the 
awful  fulfilment  of  the  deliverance,  which  piety  and 
faith  iirinly  expected,  ajid  which  a  vjcitchful  Providence 
feafonably  altorded. 

And  here,  in  remarking  on  the  prote(3:ion  and  pro- 
fperity  extended  to  Hezekiah  and  his  people,  it  is  very 
maceriai  that  we  fiiould  obferve,  that  his  reign  was 
diftinguiflied  by  the  moft  energetic  endeavours  on  his 
part^  to  revive  the  fading  influence  of  religion  which 
had  grievoufly  abated  ;  and,  on  the  part  of  his  people^ 
by  a  fervent  and  eftedtual  co-operation  with  thofe  en- 
deavours :  fo  that,  (as  Dean  Prideaux  obferves)  "  the 
''  true  worfhip  of  God  was  again  univerfally  re- 
"  y?57V^^  throughout  all  the  land;  and  they  might  have 
''^  received  a  bleffing  proportionable,  had  they  with 
"  the  fame  zeal  perjtjied  in  it,'^\ 

The  ground  of  confidence  upon  which  the  king  and 
people  of  Jerufalem    repofed,    and   which    rcfpected 

*     Z  Kings  xix. — 2  Chron.  xxxii. — Ifaiah  xxxvii, 
f  Prideaux's  Conficdion,  vol.  I.  p.  23. 

no 
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r.o  lefs  (jod's  direction  of  ordinary  agencies  than  his 
difpiay  oi  fuper natural  pawer^  lies  open  freely  to  us 
all^  provided  we  take  car-e  to  furnifli  ourfelves  with, 
the  only  quality  which  can  enable  us  to  ufe  it;  viz* — 
-Reliance  on  God's  Providence;  and  a  determination 
to  adhere  faithftilly  to  duty^  feari  ig  no  one^.  but 
Him. 

Thixtfupernattrral efforts  flioiild  be  made  in  our  favour,, 
IS  not.  more  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  expeftation^ 
than  it  ought  to  be  beyond  the  limits  of  our  defire^ 
The  ordinary  agencies  of  the  world,  and  the  innume- 
rable means  and  inftrumeiits  within  the  reach  of  our 
induftry,  are  more  than  fufHcient,  under  God's  direftion^. 
to  workout  our  preservation.  But  thfe  ifirft  and 
determining  principle  of  this  important  lefult  muft 
^rik  horn  zvi thin  ourfelves.  We  muft //'^r^  kindle  and 
feed  the  fpark  of  virtue,  of  obedience,  and  of  piety. 
We  mufl  cherifh  and  cultivate  in  ourfelves  every 
fentiment  tending  to  produce  and  ftrengthen  a  fpirit 
of  focial  union,  of  temper,  and  tranquillity.  If  We 
ad"  Nationally  how  thefe  principles,  and  are 
refolved  to  expel  proPiigacy,  effeminacy,  depravity, 
diforder,  and  fruition  from  amongft  us;,  if  \v(^  call  up 
a  charadter  of  fortitude,  of  feverity,  of  hardy  virtue  ; 
airi  railing  ourfelves  above  the  Fear  of  every 
human  power,  furrender  up  the  v/hole  of  that 
Sentiment  to  the  Only  Power  v/hich  is  Omni^ 
POTENT  'y'-tben^  we  fhall  obtain  a  fure  earncfl 
of  the  Divine  Deliverance,  and  may  expefl  it 
Vv^th  a  confidence  as  ftrongly  grounded  as  that  of 
Hczekiah.  Though  we  look  for  no  avengii^^g-  angel, 
no  fire  from  earth  or  from  heaven  to  overwhelm  our 
enemies ;  yet  we  may  imprefs  upon  our  minds,  that, 
fo  long  as  the  powers  of  the  v/inds  and  feas,  the 
thoughts  and  paiTions  of  men,  and  the  ifilie  of  battles^, 
are  under  the  fecret  control  of  God,  fo  long  His  Omni- 
^)otence  may~dirQ£l  and  turn  them  all  to  the  welfare 

of 
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of  thofe,  who  co-operate  with  His  Will  with  fidelity 
and  courage. 

How  various  the  ways  are  by  which  He  can 
move  thefe  powers  to  His  pleafure^.  is  no  where: 
more  fignally  demonftrated  than  in  the  annals  of  this 
our  great  and  favoured  country.  If,  among  many 
other  inftances,  we  look  back  two  hundred  years  to 
the  period,  when  the  Spanifh  Empire,  then  at  the 
higheft  pinnacle  of  its  power,  diredled  its  whole 
energy  to  the?  deftruiStion  of  this  little,  kingdomj 
we  Ihall  perceive  the  full  force  of  this  remark. 
When  the  feeble  condition  of  the  Englifh  Crovv^n 
appeared  to  place  it  beyond  every  means  of  making 
efretStual  refiltance ; — when,,  during  three  fucceeding 
ycars^  all  the  riches,  navy,  and  armies  of  Spain,  were 
engaged  in  preparing  an  armament  that  v/as  to  be 
Invincible  ; — when,  the  fovereignty  of  the  coafts  of 
Flanders  and  of  Holland,  afforded  incalculable  ad- 
vantage to  the  invaders  ;  while  the  infant  navy  of 
England  appeared  utterly  incapable  of  refifting  an 
adverfary  fo  gigantic; — when  no  ally  appeared  among 
the  powers  of  Europe  to  efpoufe  the  Englifh  caufe  \ — 
when  the  rancour  of  bigotry  (which  aftcftcd  to  pro- 
pagate religion  by  perfecution,  as  our  prefent  adver-. 
faries  to  propagate  freedom  by  tyranny  ^'gave  to  enmity 
its  fnarpeft  edge  ;  -  and  when,  at  length,  this  mighty 
force  was^  completed^  and  arrived  in  Safety  on  the 
Co'ASTs  of  Corn  WALL  3  the  fituation  of  Elizabeth  and 
of  England  v/as  not  lefs  defperate^than  that  of  Hezekiah 
and  Jerafalcin,  There  appeared  no  human  means  of 
reriilancc,  not  only  not  equal  with,  but  not  bearing 
any  proportion  to,,  the  alTault  inpending.  Yec,  v/hat 
was  the  iffue  ?---No  interpofition,  that  we  call  miracu- 
lous, proiuced  the  failure  of  that  great  and  favourite 
fcheai.e  ;  but,  natural k:^\\.{^o^—(jx  rather  natural ^//i". 
under  aa  Irrefiltible  Manager,  produced  thac.  tocal- 
defcatj    by    which    the    country    was   preferved    on 

the 
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the  very^  brink  of  defcru£iion.~  England  was.  r.ot  then 
to  he  annihilated;,  ii\Q  was  dellined  to  a£t  a  diitinguifned 
part  in  the  reftoration  of  religion,  and  the  cultivation 
Qt  the  human  mind;  this  deftiny  was  fealed  by  God, 
and  the  hand  of  man  was  impotent  againft  it.  Like 
our  furious  and  implacable  enemies  of  the  prefent 
day,  the  Invintcible  Spaniard  was  determined  to 
deilroy  England  in  the  heart  of  her  Metropolis:'--^ — . 
nevertheleis,  "  he  did  not  come  into  this  city — nor  fhoot 
''  an  arrow  there — nor  come  before  it  v/ith  fhields — 
"  nor  raife  a  bank  againft  it ; — by  the  way  that  he 
*^  came,  by  the  fame  did  he  return,  and  did  not  enter 
"  INTO  THIS  City," 

The  moment  chofenbythe  Spanifhpower  to  attempt 
our  deflruction,  was  the  very  moment  in  which  Pro- 
viJence  had  fecretly  decreed  the  diimemberment  of  its 
domnnions,  and  the  downfal  of  its  pre-eminence.  The 
failures  of  the  grand  plan  of  Invasion  was  fpeedily 
fbllov/ed  by  the  firft  convulfions  v/hich  {hook  th^ 
Spanifli  throne,  and  brought  its  confequence  into  that 
decline  which  it  has  ever  fince  gradually  purfued. 
'Lq.X.  us  only  have  faith  enough  tobelieveit  pojjible  at  leaft 
that  a  flmiiar  deliverance  may  now  be  extended  to  us,. 
and  a  fniiilar  deftiiiy  overtake  our  lav/lefs  advenary. 
Though  y/e  may  reasonably  expeft  that  a  (harper  confiicl 
v/iil  be  now  required  of  us,  from  our  prefent  maturity  of 
vigour,  yet  let  us  not  merit  a  contrary^  ^jf^^-i  by  a  lefs. 
fiiirhful  and  manly  employment  of  our  rnany^  than  our 

*  ^*  The  plan  formed  by  the  king  of  Spain  was,  that  the  Armada 
ihould  fail  to  the  coaft  oppofite  to  Dunkirk:  and  Newport;  and  having 
chafed  away  all  Englifh  or  Flemifh  veffels  which  might  obilrucfl  the 
pafTage,  (for  it  was  never  ii.ippofed  they  could  make  oppofition),fhould. 
join  themfclves  with  the  Duke  of  Parma,  fliould  thence  make  fail  to- 
THE  7' H AMES,  and  having  landed  the  whole  Spanifh  army, ^/!;?/j  complete 

AT      ONE     BLOW    THE    WHOLE    CoNC^UEST     OF    ENGLAND."       Hume's 

Hill.  £ngl  Vol.  V.  p.  S40» 

anceftors^ 
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rinceftors  of  tht'ir  fc a niy  refources.  Let  us  endcavcur 
to  falfify,  by  the  ent'r2;y  of  our  example,  the  dreadful 
axiom  of  the  heathen,  that  "  There  is  less  vigour 
in  the  Good  than  in  the  Bad" — "  Minor  vis  bonis 
''  quam  malisinejh^^  And  let  nothing  extort  from  us  that 
deiperate  fentimcnt,  "  Why  inould  we  wait  for  God 
any  lo.iger?" — but  let  u=^,  on  the  contrary,-^' tarry  His 
leifure,  and  be  ftrong /'  let  us  "  not  fear,  but 
*'  wait  and  v/itnefs  His  faivation/' 

But  we  need   not  look   (o  far  back  for  examples 

of  protection  >    many  and  llriking  are    the  inftances 

which  our  ovv'n   eyes    have  v/itneffed,  and  our    owa 

experience    tailed.      Internal    tux^buleiice,    in  fpite  of 

war  and  fadlion,  has  been  allayed  ^-r-weaknefs,  in  fpite 

of  exertion,  has  been  converted  into   Icrength  ;  —and 

alarm,  in  fpite  of  danger,  into  confidence. — When  did 

^the  power  of  Providence  over  the  hearts  and  paflions 

.of  men  ever  difplay  itfelf  (to  ^'^thofeivho  have  eyes  to  fec'^ ) 

in  a  manner  fo  nearly  approaching  to  miraculous,  as 

in  the  laft  year  ;  when  the  moral  bonds  by  which  alone 

our  political' exiftence  is  held- together,  wqvq  fuddenly 

'  hurji  afimder^  and  zs  fuddenly  repaired?  When  the  very 

theatre   of  deadly  rebellion    was   transformed   into    a 

theatre  of  loyalty  and  duty  ;  and  v/hen  xh^  very  hayids 

that  held  the  dagger   to  the  heart  of  Britain,  in 

-^i  few  weeks  placed  her  brightest  laurel  on  her 

brow?* — An  event,  I  believe,  in  all  its  relations  and 

circum^ftances,  v/ithout  its  parallel  in  the  moral  hiflory 

of  man  !  Thefe,  if  I  do  not  greatly  miflake,  are  fufficient 

evidence,  that  God  can  and  does  overrule  the  hearts  of 

men,  and  the  powers  of  nature.     That  he  zuill  do  fo, 

in    any   particular    inftance^    muft   depend    altogether 

•  pon     moral     principles.        What     thefe     principles 

re,  has   been   Hated     in   general  ;     viz.     a    virtucus 

*  The  Victory  over  the  Dutch  Fleet,  Occ.    ii,  1797. 
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tendency^  in  the  bulk  of  thofe  who  compofe  the 
Britifli  nation.  Which  tendency  it  it  is  eaiy  for  us 
to  promote^  if  we  poflefs  it,  or  it  is  yet  eafy  for  us  to 
acquire^  if  we  poffefs  it  not;  hue,  that  all  our  final 
hopes  of  national  falvatim  depend  ultimately  upon 
it,  is  a  pofition  which  I  hold  to  be  manifest  and 

INCONTROVERTIBLE. 

Many  are  the  lights  hung  out  to  fhew  us  the  courfe 
that  leads  to  virtue  and  to  fafety ;  many  and  fkilful 
are  the  guides  who  ftand  ready  to  conduct:  us.  To 
them  I  refer  m.y  readers*.  And  I  fhall  conclude 
thefe  reflections  with  two  remarks,  which  appear  to 
me,  in  the  prefent  convulfed  ftate  of  popular  ideas, 
both  pertinent  and  important. 


I.  And  Firft,  notwithftanding  the  fervile  flatteries 
to  which  the  hypocrify  and  cunning  of  Fa6tian  can 
defcend,  in  order  to  advance  its  own  progrefs  to 
authority  and  power,  I  fhall  affirm,  that  the  inferior 
orders  of  the  community  are  not  a  whit  lefs  corrupt 
in  mind  than  the  higher;  that  a  depraved  fpirit  of 
Self-Will,  refifting  the  rights  of  reafon  and  of 
consciences  is  very  equally  difrufed  among  all.-— 
That  the  arrogance  of  the  high  is  amply  matched 
by  the  insolence  of  the  low  ;  the  profligacy, 
irreligion,  diffipation,  and  duplicity  of  the  one,  by  the 

*  It  would  be  vain  and  fuperfiuous  to  a^ttcmpt  to  enumerate  tTk:m 
Iicre— they  are  found  in  every  fhop.  Bnt  I  muR.  remark,  that  if,  among 
them,  our  old  and  learned  Divines  were  more  familiarly  reforted  to  ;,— 
if  Barrow,  Taylor,  South,  Sherlock,  Seeker,  and  many  others,  were 
called  back  iiito  fa{bior;able  notice ;  thq  omen  VrOuld  be  njofl  con- 
iQlatury, 

idle- 
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idlcnefs,  audacity,  vanity,  and  knavery  of  the  other* 
In  this  flate  of  things,  therefore,  no  oiiC  clafs  of  the 
community  has  any  fuperior  pretext  for  taking  umbrage 
at  another,  but  all  have  ample  and  equal  caufe  to 
be  difcontented  with  themselves. 


t 


If  indeed,  we  take  a  rigid  vlev/  of  things,  and  con- 
fider  the  corruption  of  vice  into  which  opulent 
nations  have  fallen,  we  may  fafely  affirm,  that  no 
nation  has  ever  yet  exifted  on  the  earth,  and  reached 
to  our  eminence  of  wealth  and  refinement,  which 
has  at  the  fame  time  retained  fo  much  of  moderation 
and  decorum,  fo  many  inilances  of  virtue,  fo  many  ex^ 
amples  of  religion,  as  difpiay  themfelves  in  the  opu- 
lent clafies  of  our  Society.  If  the  private  virtues  of 
a  nation  defcend  by  example  from  its  Head,  honour 
and  truth  will  pronounce,  that  private  virtue  Jhould  be 
plentiful  amongft  us;  for  honour  and  truth  pledge 
themfelves  to  this^  that  brighter  examples  of  it  art) 
very  rarely  met  with,  even  where  the  temptations  to 
vice  are  lefs  numerous  or  feduitive.  The  habits  of 
near  forty  years,  may  perhaps  lead  us  to  confider  it  as 
the  natural  order  of  things ;  but,  when  the  inexorable 
hand  of  time  fnall  have  awakened  our  convi£lion,  and 
ihall  have  reduced  us  to  the  fad  neceflity  of  looking 
back  for  it  to  the  records  of  memory,  we  fhall  then 
bear  witnefs  to  the  virtues  which  political  jealoufy 
would  bafely  conceal.  Whatever  they  may  be^  I  Ihall 
leave  them  to  the  future  hiftorian,  equally  free  from 

the 
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the     iiTiputatlon    of  courtly     prejudice,    and    fadious 
malignity, 

II.  There  are  fome  pious  men^  who  have  fought 
to  raife  Chriftianity  to  fuch  airy  heights,  as  to  render 
it  irreconcileable  with  the  necefiary  and  ordained 
plan  on  which  all  human  focieties  muft  exift.  Full 
.of  juft  and  holy  admiration  at  that  characler,  v/hich 
renders  it  equally  applicable  to  the  whole  human  race, 
they  are  not  av/are  that  they  entirely  overlook  the 
particular  relations  by  which  it  unites  in  with  the 
fyfiem  of  local  diftinclions  3  an  arrangement  not  leis 
depending  upon  principles  implanted  by  the  God  of 
Nature,  than  the  difpenf^ition  of  Chriftianity  itfelf. — 
"  When  the  Moft  High  divided  to  the  Nations  their 
^'  inheritance;  when  He  feparated  the  fons  of  Adam^'* 
■ — "  when  He  difperfed  them  over  the  furface  of  the 
"  v/hole  earth;"  feparating  their  local  interefts  by 
the  impediments  of  language  and  of  diftance  ;  He 
then  eftabliihed.  that  System,  which  the  prefent 
earth  muft  retain  as  long  as  it  fhall,  continue. .  The 
principles  on  which  it  is  eftabliflied,  being  thofe  of 
unerring  and  immutable  Wifdom,  become  the  gi-ound 
of  a  fyftem  of  relative  duties,  which  rcafon  points 
out  to  us,  and  v/hich  Chriftianity  in  no  manner  con- 
^tradi'its.  Among  thefe  duties  is  that,  which  we  call 
Patriotism  ;— a  duty,  that  Chriftianity,  far  from 
^innihl luting,  correcls,  purifies,  and  exalts.  It  reftorcs 
it  to  its  genuine  nature,  oi  dutiful  fubjc^aon^  fa iihf id 
ohcd'-'cnce^  and  tender  affection-^  to    the  authority  under 
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■whore  care  it  has  pleafed  God  to  place  us.  It  clcanfc^ 
it  iVoin  ^-'li  e,  infolence,  ambitio'"'^  tyrarxny,  cruelty,  cf 
rcvcng.?,  •^rv/hich  i:  was  too  frequentlydlfgraced  in  the 
heathen  world  ;  and  leaves  it — a  fceady  fidelity  to  duty^ 
a  ready  devotion  of  jur  Lives  and  Propehty  in  iiip- 
port  of,  and  "  fubje^riiion  to,  the  Higher  Power'* 
under  v/hich  Provide:'.  :e  has  enrolled  us  ;  under  v/hich 
our  firfl:  and  deareft  lies  cxift ;  and  whofe  long  ex- 
perienced pro'eflion  cannoc  fail  to  awaken  fentiments 
of  gratitude  and  love,  in  hearts  rightly  and  naturally 
difpofed.  That  we  are  never  to  pat  our  lives  in  dan- 
ger, is  v/hat  I  conceive  no  refining  pietiil:  will  venture 
to  maintain  ; — that  we  are  never  to  hazard  them  in 
war,  is  what  can  never  be  alleged  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  Chrifl.  He  knew  the  fyikcm  of  this  earth, 
and  accordingly  left  us  to  encounter  that  hazard 
wlienever  the  hide  of  duty  enjoine  1  it ;  but,  when 
duty  ^id  enjoin  it,  th^n  to  exhibit  neither  fear 
nor  hcfitation.  "  Fear 'hot  them  that  kill  the  body" 
—did  he  teach; — ''  He  nhat  feeketh  to  fave  his  life 
*  ihall  lofe  it." — VVhatfoever  v/e  taks^  in  hand  to^^o, 
^^e  are  commanded  to  "  do  it.  heartily,  as  to 
'  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men."  And  becaufe  we 
nay  juitly  conjcdlure,  A^l-  fear  ij  the  fentiment  that 
letermines  all  thofe  w+io  defeat  from  the  dangers  of 
luty  to  the  vifionary  fecuriLy  of  apoftacy,  whatever 
/laufible  excufe  they  may  ftt  up,;  fo  we  iind,  t  at 
he  ^^  Fearfull  and  Abominable"  are  joined 
getherj     and     confuicuoully    diftinguifhcd  amongft 
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tliofe,    whofe  depravity    has  configned   thean    to  de* 
ftrudtlon. 

If  a  fenfe  of  our  corruption  fliouid  caule  our 
FEAR,  yet  even  in  this  cafe  w^e  are  furniflied  with  a 
rule  capable  of  difpelling  at  once  all  our  alarm, 
**  Fear  not!"  faid  Samuel  to  the  Hebrew  people, 
when  their  criminality  had  brought  upon  them  this 
imprefiion; — ''  FEAR  not;  ye  have  done  all  this 
'^  great  evil,  yet  turn  not  from  following  the 
''  Lord  your  God."  By  a  fincere  and  vigorous  effort 
to  ftep  back  from  corruption,  the  only  reafonable 
caufe  for  fear  is  taken  away,  and  a  folid  ground- work 
kid  for  our  confidence  and  fecurity.  We  may 
then  be  able  to  apply  to  our  own  cafe  fome  of  thofe 
fubftantial  comforts,  with  which  the  page  of  Scripture 
(o  richly  abounds. 

^'  Who  art  thou,  that  thou  fhouldeft| 
^'  BE  AFRAID  OF  Man  that  fhall  die,  anc 
^'  forgetteft  the  Lord  thy  Maker  ?— 
*^  And  haft  feared  continually  every  dayJ 

"    BECAUSE     OF     THE     FURY    OF    THE    OP- 

^^  PRESSOR,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  deftroy  i 

"    And    WHERE  IS  THE    FURY  OF  THE  OP- 


^'  Affociate  yourfelves,  O  ye  people,  and 
^'  y^  Ihall  be  broken  in  pieces ; — gird  your 

''  felved 


[     ^3     ] 

<'  felves,  and  ye  fhall  be  broken  in  pieces. 
*'  —Take  counfel  together,  and  it  Ihall 
*'  come  to  nougrit ;  fpeak  the  word,  and 
*'  it  Ihall  not  ftand ;  for  God  is  with  us. 
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Say  ye  not  a  Confederacy  !— nei- 
ther fear  ye  their  fear,  nor  be  afraid. 
San£tify  the  Lord  of  Hofts  Himfelf,  and 
"  let  Him  be  your  fear,  and  let  Him  be 
*'  YOUR  Dread;  and  He  Ihall  be  for 
"  a  Sanctuary." 


THE    END. 


PRiKTEO    BY   J.  EATESONj    DENMARK  STREET,    SOHO. 


The  crisis,  and  its  alternatives  offered 
to  the  free  choice  of  Englishmen... 


